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From the 1st to the 10th of September 2014, the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius in 

cooperation with the Gerda Henkel Stiftung organized the Summer School “History Takes Place – 

Dynamics of Urban Change“ in Rome. Young researchers from various fields of the Arts and  

Humanities (History, Archaeology, Art History, Architecture, Literature, Urban Planning) met in 

Rome to investigate the historical urban architecture and the ever-changing structures of the 

eternal city. Through discussions and interaction within the urban space, the Summer School 

exposed participants to Rome as a living metropolis that is constantly being shaped anew by its 

own history. Under the academic direction of MARTIN ZIMMERMANN (Ludwig-Maximilians-

Universität München), “History Takes Place” in Rome was a continuation of the series of Summer  

Schools that had previously taken place in St. Petersburg, Wroclaw, Lviv, Warsaw, Paris and 

Istanbul.  

 

At the heart of the Summer School was the idea to compare the current discourse on the urbanistic 

development of Rome to the city’s genesis and evolution. The programme followed the historical 

development of the city from antiquity up to the 21st century. The leading theme of the course was 

the current as well as future use of Rome’s extensive historical heritage. The debate regarding the 

potential use of historical architecture of Rome in both the present and future was connected with 

the ‘physical’ interaction within the urban space. The Summer School took place in diverse 

locations, with each location having its own history and contemporary impact; guided tours on 
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historical topics invited the participants to explore different parts of the city. The mix of varied 

research interests, stimulating dialogue, meetings with experts from different disciplines as well as 

direct contact with historical monuments created an inspiring atmosphere of very intense and 

creative debates. This is best represented by some general questions that arose among participants 

during the first days and were discussed after the seminars of the Summer School: How to map 

urban development? How to deal with a fascist heritage? And how to manage the gap between the 

conservation of cultural heritage and the needs of modern life? 

The opening evening took place on 1st September in the Borromini Hall of the Domus Pacis Torre 

Rossa Park Hotel, where the participants also stayed during the Summer School. ANGELA KÜHNEN 

(Member of the Executive Board, Gerda Henkel Stiftung) and MICHAEL BERNDT (Member of the 

Executive Board, ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin und Gerd Bucerius) welcomed the participants, opening the 

event officially. The academic director of the Summer School MARTIN ZIMMERMANN and the 

project director ANNA HOFMANN then introduced the group to the programme and sketched its 

main objectives. After the participants had introduced themselves to the group, the art historian 

ANDREAS BEYER (University of Basel) gave a lecture on the topic “From the Capital of the World to 

the Capital of a Nation. German (Art-) Historians and the Transformation of Rome during the 

Risorgimento“. His talk concentrated on the three German-speaking, Protestant Art historians Carl 

Justi, Jacob Burckhardt, and Ferdinand Gregorovius and their observations of Rome during their 

time in the city during the second half of the 19th century. Justi came to Rome in 1867 and stayed 

there until 1869. In his work he describes mostly the life within the international community 

without referencing their everyday life. As he left the city, he reported that its atmosphere stifled 

creativity. Jacob Burckhardt, who lived in Rome for longer periods in the late 40s and early 50s of 

the 19th century, focused on the life amongst the ruins, palazzi and churches of Rome and defined 

the period as inspiring. While he was a supporter of the Risorgimento, he was later completely 

disappointed that Rome became a mundane capital of a country riddled with problems and had lost 

its former charme. Similar observations can be found in Gregorovius writings, who visited Rome in 

1852 for the first time. Gregorovius was very critical of papal Rome. Although he enjoyed the 

ambience of the urbs during his stay, he later called the events of the year 1871 “the doom of 

Rome”. Therefore, one of the central conclusions was that the change of Rome from the head of the 

papal state to the new capital of Italy in 1870 had an enormous impact on the intellectual and 

cosmopolitan life of the city. 
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The first full day of the Summer School (2nd September) was devoted to ancient Rome. The group 

was hosted by the German Archaeological Institute (DAI) at the Villino Amelung built in the late 

19th century. The director of the Roman Department of the DAI, ORTWIN DALLY, spoke about the 

history of the institute as well as its ongoing activities.  

ANNA ZAWADZKA (Warsaw University) presented her paper on “Augustus and the Beginning of 

Rome. Roma Quadrata in Augustan Propaganda“. After a brief overview on the historical traces of 

the first enclosed city of Rome, she focused on the importance of myths in the Augustan Era and on 

how the idea of a foundation became part of an institutionalized ritus in the Augustan calendar. The 

following discussion concentrated on the the importance of foundation myths as a lieu de mémoire 

and on the monumentalization of history as a means to give ideas a defined and visible place in the 

contemporaneous city space. 

The second lecture of the day “Rome under Maxentius (306-312 AD). Building for a New 

Conception of Sovereignty“ was given by VERENA JAESCHKE (European University Viadrina, 

Frankfurt/Oder). The paper investigated Maxentius’ building endeavors as a sign for a new 

conception of sovereignty that reflected the changing imperial ideology in late antiquity. This 

suggests that Maxentius’ building activities reveal a very innovative approach of imperial self-

representation. The discussion addressed the modern use of Maxentius’ buildings, linking 

Mussolini’s predilection for them in his self-representation. 
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In the early afternoon, ULRIKE WULFF-RHEIDT (Director of the Architecture Unit at the 

Headquarters of the German Archaeological Institute in Berlin) gave a guided tour on the Palatine 

hill and presented her research project documenting the imperial palaces.   

 

She traced the building history of the palaces, illustrated their infrastructure and gave insights to 

the impact they had within the city space of imperial Rome. Afterwards, HEINZ-JÜRGEN BESTE 

(Consultant for Architectural History at the Rome Department of the German Archaeological 

Institute) guided the group through the Colosseum and the upper building structures. He even 

included the substructions and basements under the arena where the infrastructure for the games 

were managed. This area is normally closed to the public. 

Day two (3rd of September) focused on the ancient city borders, the building techniques and their 

impact on the urban development of ancient and modern Rome. 

BEATA LABUHN (Technical University Delft) devoted her paper to the topic “Urbanization of City 

Fortifications in Rome“. She briefly described the historical development of the Aurelian Walls, and 

then examined the urbanization process of the former fortifications in Rome from the end of the 

19th century until today. An important milestone in the modern history of the Aurelian Wall was 

the change in ownership from the Pope to the city of Rome in 1870. Unlike other cities, the walls in 

Rome were not torn down after a new defence system for the city was established. Rather they 

stood for a while to serve as a juridical border in the expanding city with different laws regulating 
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the areas both inside and outside of the walls. This reinforced building activities outside the walls. 

Massive changes included in the Umbertian masterplans for the new capital are still visible today.  

The second speaker of the day was AGNES DOROTHEA SCHÜTTE (University of Tübingen) with the 

topic “The Visible and the Invisible Borderline. Aspects of the Ancient Roman City Walls“. She 

presented the history of the varying visible city walls of the ancient city and compared them with 

the “invisible“ boundary – the sacred pomerium. The term pomerium designates the purported line 

along which Romulus ploughed the ground in order to define the limits of his city. Later on, stones 

marked this boundary. In antiquity, they assumed a special meaning since inside the pomerium it 

was forbidden to bury the dead and to carry weapons. Thus, the pomerium indicated an invisible 

but tremendously important political and cultural demarcation. The following debate concentrated 

mainly on the significance of invisible borders and their influence on the development of cities.  

The third presentation was given by HELENA WESTERLIND (Factum Arte, Madrid). She spoke 

about “Concrete Rome. A Series of Solid States of a Medium in Transition“ and devoted her 

attention to the building material that equally dominated the building boom in ancient and modern 

Rome, namely “concrete”. After an overview of the history of concrete in the building past of the 

city, HELENA WESTERLIND raised several questions: How did concrete technology contribute to 

innovation and the urban development in Ancient Rome? How has concrete, as a medium affected 

the way we think about urban spaces today? How is concrete a tool for innovation and urbanism in 

modern Rome? The stimulating discussion that followed addressed the differences in the ancient 

and modern use of concrete as well as the influence it has on the forma mentis of its users. 

In the afternoon, SUSANNA KUBERSKY-PIREDDA and TOBIAS DANIELS gave a guided tour in which 

they illustrated their research project on the national churches in Rome affiliated with the 

Bibliotheca Hertziana – the Max Planck Institute for Art History in Rome. They focused on three 

national churches: Santa Maria dell’Anima (German Church), Chiesa di Nostra Signora del Sacro 

Cuore (Spanish Church) and San Luigi Degli Francesi (French Church), stressing the challenging 

history of the different linguistic communities in Rome in the medieval and early modern times. In 

the late afternoon, the Summer School was guest of the Bibliotheca Hertziana. MARIEKE VON 

BERNSTORFF (Public Relations, Bibliotheca Hertziana) introduced the group to the history of the 

institute and gave an overview of the architecture of its main buildings – the Palazzo Zuccheri, the 

Palazzo Sokolow and the newly constructed library designed by Juan Navarro Baldeweg. The day 
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ended with an aperitif on the roof terrace of the institute and a warm welcome by its director 

ELISABETH KIEVEN. 

On Thursday, 4 September, the Summer School’s lectures were hosted by the Goethe Institute in 

Rome. ULRIKE TIETZE (Deputy Director of the Goethe Institute) and CLAUS LÜDENBACH 

(Consultant for the German-Italian Cultural Societies) took the group through the Goethe Institute 

and elaborated on its activities in Italy. The programme of the day concentrated on the 

contemporary understanding and use of heritage. In the first presentation, JULIANA FORERO 

(UNESCO-World Heritage Institute of Training and Research for the Asia and the Pacific Region, 

Shanghai) explained the main elements of the Historical Urban Landscape (HUL) approach and 

addressed the experiences made with HUL in Shanghai as well as the possibilities of adopting this 

method for the Testaccio Area in Rome. How to define the genius loci of the area and how to 

develop a common vision satisfying the different interests of inhabitants and issues of further 

urban development are the main questions that should be taken into account during this adaptation 

process. 

ANNA CLAREBORN (University of Uppsala) devoted her paper to the “Problematic Cultural 

Heritage in the Foro Italico. Reappropriation vs. Perpetuation”. One particular site in Rome was the 

main object of her analysis – the Foro Italico, which was built by the architect Enrico Del Debbio in 

the 1930s as Foro Mussolini and constituted one part of Mussolini’s plan of urban expansion. The 

presentation centered on the history of the project with special attention to the contemporary use 

and repurposing of the site. Anna Clareborn showed that the Foro Italico today is, on the one hand, 

a remarkable success as a heritage site, since it is part of different activities of Rome’s everyday life. 

On the other hand, no attempts have been made to inform visitors of its past function and meaning. 

During the lunch break the group was invited to visit the Villa Massimo, the German Academy of 

Fine Arts in Rome. The director of the academy, JOACHIM BLÜHER, welcomed the participants and 

talked about the history of the institution and its buildings. The group had the opportunity to 

discuss with the fellows currently residing in the Villa. 

The afternoon session began with the lecture of OLENA DOBOSH (Polish Academy of Sciences, 

Warsaw) on “Place Branding via Historical Past. Collective Memory and Place Identity in the Cities 

with Rich Historical Heritage”. She analyzed the influence of the marketing strategies (mainly place 

branding) on place identity and emphasized that the concept of place branding is becoming more 
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and more important for city promotion among tourists and investors. The group debated mostly 

over the question of how cities with a rich multicultural past and an erased historical memory can 

create their own images for tourists and residents. The case of Rome shows that the city can be still 

attractive today thanks to the ideas defined in the past, even if new efforts by the city’s officials to 

develop the image are lacking. 

JUDITH M. LEHNER (HafenCity University Hamburg) gave the last talk of the day on “Visualizing the 

Transformation of the Urban Void“ and raised three main questions: How do we trace the driving 

forces and the change of urban „void“ spaces in the physical structure? How do we visualize the 

“sediments” of the physical structure that are still there? And how does this influence daily life in 

these urban “void“ spaces today and in the future? The basic methodological question was: How to 

map the reactivation of urban voids and make the “common” traits of its different traces visible? 

After a broader historical and theoretical discussion of the concept “urban void,” Judith Lehner 

presented three case studies from Rome: Bagni Pubblici Garbatella (Municipio Roma VIII), the 

S.Cu.P! - Sport e Cultura Popolare (Municipio Roma VII) and Cinema America occupato (Municipio 

Roma I).  

During the fourth programme day (5 September), the Summer School was hosted by the Roman 

Institute of the Görres Society in the Pontificio Collegio Teutonico.  
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STEFAN HEID, (Director of the Roman Institute of the Görres Society) presented the history of the 

institution, which was created in the second half of the 19th century. He discussed also the role it 

played during the Mussolini regime and the German occupation of Rome when Pater Hugh 

O’Flaherty hid some 1000 people in the buildings of the German institution.  

 

 

 

The second event of the day was a guided tour in the Vatican gardens led by STEFAN HEID. The tour 

highlighted buildings in the garden designed by Giuseppe Momo in the early 1930s when the 

Vatican was in need of a complete new infrastructure within its boundaries after the Lateran 

accords signed with Mussolini in 1929.  
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The afternoon session centered on the meaning of ruins and the possible ways of dealing with them 

in present times. It began with a presentation by ANNACHIARA FIORE (Politecnico di Bari) on 

“Archaeological Sites. Re-design the Urban Development through Case Studies: Largo Argentina and 

Porticus Octaviae in Rome”. She pointed out how the historical environment could be integrated 

within the modern context and how we can go beyond the traditional practice of viewing 

archaeological remains in isolation from the rest. Both examples are still problematic zones in 

today’s cityscape of Rome: the Porticus Octaviae was re-opened to the public after a phase of 

remodeling that focused mostly on the ancient parts and neglected the medieval use of this area. 

The Largo Argentina is until today – besides the fact that it hosts an ensemble of unique temples of 

the republican era – just a hole in the city, completely excluded from the surrounding urban life. 
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It was then KERSTIN STAMM’s (Technical University Dortmund) turn to contribute to the 

programme with a paper on “The Stones of Rome. Urban Heritage versus Urban Development?“. 

She challenged the general notion of heritage, and in particular, the notion of urban heritage. After a 

short overview on the origins of urban conservation and its traces in Rome, Kerstin Stamm took 

John Ruskin’s texts on architecture and architectural qualities as background for a review of major 

layers in Rome’s architecture. Reflections  on the meaning of the “dynamics of urban change“ in 

Rome closed her paper, underlining the need for a clearer understanding of urban change as a key 

for solving the conflict between conservation and development in urban contexts and advocating a 

reconsideration of both the notions of “heritage“ and “development”. 
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The day ended with a presentation by JASON RHYS PARRY (Binghamton University, New York) on 

the topic “Meaning in Ruins. Architecture Between Chaos and the Frame“ dealing with the concept 

of ruins in general as well as with the way in which we live with and amongst ruins, regardless of 

whether they are classical artifacts or industrial landscapes. He interpreted ruins as phenomena 

that join the dichotomies typically framing our thinking. Ruins cannot be classified as natural or 

artificial, they are neither pure products of the past, of the present nor of the future. In this 

interpretation, ruins are a metaphor for the “in between space”, and therefore need someone who 

constructs meaning. This may create the basis for new opportunities to use them and as a starting 

point for a great number of different purposes. 

 

The fifth day’s (6 September) venue was in the morning again at the Goethe Institute in Rome. The 

first speaker was KASPER LÆGRING NIELSEN who presented the “Writings on Rome by Danish Art 

Historian Christian Elling (1901-1974)“. Elling was professor at the University of Copenhagen from 

1936 till 1967 and published in 1956 an account on the history of Roman architecture spanning 

from the year of Bernini’s death 1680 to the year 1797 when Danish sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen 

came to Rome. The book was translated into English in 1975 (C. Elling, Rome: The Biography of its 

Architecture from Bernini to Thorvaldsen). Elling’s approach was holistic and included all sorts of 

building structures. His analyses reveal a protophenomenologist sentiment that is later referred to 
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by post-modern architects. The close review of Elling’s methodology and results still leave an 

indelible mark on contemporary urban studies. 

In the second presentation, ARNAB DUTTA (Jadavpur University, Kolkata) spoke on “Empire, 

Metropolis and the Memory of the Quasi-Master. The Idea of Rome in Bangla Travel Narratives”. 

When English-educated upper-class youths from northern India started to study in England, they 

brought the narrative form of the travelogues into the Bangla culture. While for them writing on 

England and the colonial master meant to engage in a political relationship, the relation to the rest 

of Europe (the quasi-masters) was more intricate in nature. The city of Rome can be found as a 

principal axis in these literary expositions. The British education made Indians think that the ideal 

of a metropolis should follow the model of the Greco-Roman past. The contemporary Rome of the 

late 19th and early 20th century was unable to rival this ideal. The perception of ruins, 

contemporary architecture and the urban soundscape remained a dichotomy between the ideal city 

and the modern reality. 

IRINA ORYSHKEVICH (Columbia University, New York) gave afterwards a lecture on “Roma 

Sotterranea”.  

 

Roma Sotterranea is a conventional name for the dense network of early Christian catacombs 

encircling Rome that were used as burial ground from 3rd to 5th century and served as sanctuaries 

for the veneration of the martyrs until the 9th century. After having been forgotten for several 

centuries, they became important again in the times of the Counter-Reformation after their 

rediscovery in 1578. The presentation traced the history of the cementeries – from their humble 
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origins as private burial plots to their reincarnation as a vast holy city that played an important role 

in the shaping of the image of the caput mundi. 

 

In the afternoon NORMAN TANNER SJ (Emeritus, Faculty of History and Cultural Heritage, 

Pontifical Gregorian University) gave the Summer School a tour in the university. He spoke on the 

role and impact that the Catholic universities had on the history and development of Rome. 
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On the 6th day (7 September), the participants of the Summer School visited the modern city of 

Ostia, which today belongs to Rome’s Municipo X and links the city to the sea. During the morning 

the group was guided by GIACOMINA DI SALVO (Urban Planning Commissioner of the X District of 

Rome), FLAVIO COPPOLA (Architect) and DANIELA PATTI (Architectural Consultant at the City 

Administration of Rome and Coordinator of the EU-funded URBACT project TUTUR).  
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The modern city of Ostia was founded in 1884 and is located closely to the remains of Ostia Antica, 

the port city of ancient Rome. Thanks to the opening of the urban Roma-Ostia railway in 1924, the 

new village soon became the favourite sea resort of the Romans while many Art Nouveau houses 

were built on the waterfront. The new village was also connected to central Rome through the new 

Via Ostiense, which was opened in 1907. With the introduction of a new masterplan in 1927 

(changed in 1934) the city massively expanded. Its architectural character was redefined with 

works by architects like Adalberto Libera and Luigi Moretti. In the last 50 years, the cityscape has 

been dominated by obtrusive buildings and the liberalization of former strict building codes. Only 

in the last years Ostia has started new programmes to save its architectural heritage and to become 

more attractive for visitors.  
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In the afternoon, DANIELA PATTI presented the Colonia Marina Emanuele III, a building complex 

formerly used as a youth recreation center at the seaside and is now an almost empty retirement 

home. The objective of the TUTUR project (Temporary Use as a Tool for Urban Regeneration) is to 

rescue and repurpose heritage sites and open them to a broader public. 
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The venue of the 7th day of the Summer School was the German Historical Institute where 

ALEXANDER KOLLER (Deputy Director, German Historical Institute) welcomed the group. He 

presented the institute, its history and the institute’s current research projects.  

In the first presentation of the day, RUTH W. LO spoke about “Feeding Rome. Food, Architecture, 

and Urbanism during the Fascist Governatorato“. She explained the development of Rome‘s food 

infrastructure at the beginning of the 20th century when rapid population growth made the 

introduction of major changes in food distribution necessary. She then concentrated on the urban 

implications of food politics and policies in fascist Italy and focused on the covered markets and 

their relation to other public buildings for food processing and vending. The so-called mercati 

rionali coperti were built in the 1920s and 1930s. The fascist planning for a market network in the 

city pursued the goal of creating an orderly, hygienic and monumental “Third Rome“. After an 

overview of the history of the buildings, the speaker turned her attention to today’s use of the 

markets and the question of how the city could preserve and transform these sites. 

DANIEL TALESNIK (Columbia University, New York) concentrated in his presentation entitled 

“Reading Postwar Rome. War Memorials, Housing Projects and Films” on the relationship between 

architecture and film in the postwar Rome. He started by pointing out that the size of Rome 
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doubled from 1910 to 1930 and again by 1960, implying many urban changes in these decades. 

War memorials, films and housing projects were testimonies of Italy’s mindset from that time; the 

projects were carried out to reconstruct a national identity and to respond to the changing reality 

of the city and the increase of inhabitants, especially the interaction of neorealistic ideas from films 

that influence architectural thoughts. The discussion of Daniel’s contribution added a new approach 

to understanding postwar Rome and its intellectual and architectonical development. 

 

In the afternoon, LUTZ KLINKHAMMER (Research Fellow for the history of the 19th and 20th 

century at the German Historical Institute) guided the group through the Esposizione Universale di 

Roma (EUR).  
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He focused on the building and planning history of this city quarter that was carried out by 

Marcello Piacentini for the programmed 1942 World’s Fair. He also addressed today’s attitudes 

towards the fascist history which oscillate between a non-committed use of the buildings and a 

nationalistically motivated renovation of not only the buildings, but of their partly rich decoration 

with imposing reliefs and mosaics.  
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The German Historical Institute hosted the group during the eighth programme day. It was 

thematically connected to the prior day and focused on the facist period in Rome. SOPHIE ELAINE 

WOLF (University of Innsbruck and Technical University Dresden) gave a presentation on “How to 

Handle Mussolini’s Legacy in Contemporary Perception of Antiquity?“. The example she used was 

the project of the Via dei Fori Imperiali that was planned and built under Mussolini as Via 

dell’Impero and was inaugurated on 28 October 1932. The street with the alternating ancient and 

facist architecture and the famous maps depicting the growth of Rome from ancient times to the 

fascist imperium was meant to represent Mussolini as the new emperor. Today’s average Rome 

visitor knows little to nothing about the historical layering of this setting. Therefore, the 

presentation raised the question of how to handle these architectural vestiges still carrying an 

ideological message and how to integrate the setting as a place for everyday use and 

commemoration in today’s cityscape. 

The second speaker of the day was CHLOE HELEN BENT (Arts Council England, London) who 

devoted her talk to “Engaging with Augustus in the 21st Century. A Biographical Analysis of Rome’s 

Northern Campus Martius“. In the center of the presentation stood three monuments that allowed 

engagement directly with Augustus and the images he wanted for himself after his death: the Ara 

Pacis, the Horologium Augusti and the Mausoleum Augusti. The speaker pointed out the variations in 

the history of these monuments, reflecting contemporary opinions on Augustus over the last two 

millenia, yet still giving today‘s audience the opportunity to deal with the legacy of Augustus in his 

city of Rome. 

ÖZGE SEZER’s (Technical University Berlin and Technical University Istanbul) talk was closing the 

Summer School with thoughts on “Imaging the Fascist ‘Città Nuova‘ – Rome in the Facist Period“. 

The presentation was devoted to the new agricultural towns around Rome (like Sabaudia, Pontinia, 

Aprilia, Pomezia and Littoria), that were discussed and compared with monumental fascist 

complexes like the EUR. The main question raised here was the instrumentalization of space and 

architecture in the process of nation building. In an excursus, the speaker compared the fascist 

building program with Atatürk’s achievements in building new cities in order to organize modern 

Turkey. The presentation ended with an overview of the aftermath of the fascist-founded cities and 

the impact of fascist urban planning on today’s Italy.  
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In the afternoon, LUTZ KLINKHAMMER met the group again and gave a guided tour from the Castel 

Sant Angelo to the Mausoleum of Augustus with particular attention to the fascist period. One of the 

highlights of the tour was the visit to the normally closed center of the “Associazione Nazionale fra 

Mutilati ed Invalidi di Guerra” (National Association of the Wounded and Invalids of War). This 

institution was founded after World War I and has been hosted till today in the building erected 

right north of the Castel Sant Angelo. This building is both in its architectural form and decoration a 

unique testimony for the nationalistic spirit in Italy in the 1920s. The tour ended with a discussion 

of the history of the Mausoleum of Augustus, whose grounds were remodeled during the fascist era. 

This historical place is now flanked on the west side by Richards Meyer’s museum building over the 

Ara Pacis. It represents the dynamics of urban change and the history of Rome that is embodied in 

its architecture. 

 

 

 

 

 


